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Imagine a business that could not tell its shareholders what happened to billions of dollars.  This business would be held liable for financial negligence and most likely be forced to close its doors.  Our federal government, the biggest business in the country, could not account for $25 billion in 2004; however, no one has been held accountable and few seem to care.    

Similarly, 19 of 24 federal agencies were unable to produce a full audit of their spending in 2005.  How can the federal government work effectively when agencies cannot account for taxpayer dollars?  The answer is that it cannot.  This ineffectiveness is seen in record-high budget deficits the past four years and the highest federal debt in the history of our country.  

The problems and the negligence do not end here.  In the last six years, Congress has abdicated completely its oversight role.  For example, the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and the Veterans Affairs' (VA) Inspector General have issued multiple reports since 2000 about VA cyber-security problems and the need to upgrade VA information technology security.  Also, in four of the past five years, the VA has received a failing grade on an annual cyber-security review by the House Government Reform Committee.  However, Congress has ignored these disturbing reports and failed to call on the VA to improve its data security measures.  Had Congress paid attention to any of these findings, the recent VA data security breach may have been prevented, and the personal data of 26.5 million veterans would not be at risk.  This disregard of vital information reflects the way Congress has abandoned its oversight role during the current era of one-party rule in Washington.  

Congress must return accountability to our government and renew its duty to serve as a check-and-balance for overspending, waste, fraud, and financial abuse within the executive branch.  I am cosponsoring two pieces of legislation that will restore financial responsibility in federal agencies and keep a better eye on taxpayer dollars.  

The first piece of legislation, introduced by Congressman John Tanner (D-Tennessee), would provide more congressional oversight by holding hearings within 60 days of Inspector General reports that indicate financial mismanagement of more than $1 million.  This legislation also would call for hearings when the GAO raises a red flag over a federal agency's accounting practices.  Currently, findings by the Inspector General and the GAO often are ignored, but this legislation would not allow Congress to shirk its important oversight responsibility.

I also have cosponsored the Accountability in Government Act to hold federal agency heads accountable when they cannot produce a clean audit.  This legislation would require the Senate to hold reconfirmation hearings on any Cabinet-level official whose agency cannot fully account for its spending within a two year period.  Our own personal businesses cannot get away with careless accounting practices, and it is time for our federal agencies to be held to these same standards.

It is no wonder Americans have shown an increasing distrust of their federal government-its leaders are unable to account for their tax dollars, and these leaders are not punished.  To restore and uphold the people's trust, I believe we need strong enforcement measures to make Congress and the federal government more accountable for taxpayer dollars.  The American people should not be footing the bills for our federal government's fiscal mismanagement.  I hope the American people will demand more from their government and join me in saying that enough is enough.
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